Congress of the United States

Washington, DL 203153

July 20, 2026

The Honorable Mehmet Oz

Administrator

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
7500 Security Boulevard

Baltimore, Maryland 21244

Dear Administrator Oz:

We write to express our profound concern regarding the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services’ (CMS)
interim final rule titled “Medicaid Community Engagement Requirement for Certain Individuals.” This interim
rule will create an undue burden for beneficiaries with serious health care needs and put people at risk of losing
coverage, while also creating significant implementation challenges for states. Therefore, we urge CMS to
revise this rule, and until such changes are made, call on CMS to authorize states to delay implementation.

Pursuant to P.L. 119-21, the interim final rule requires beneficiaries to document at least 80 hours per month of
“qualifying activities.” However, the rule also creates a new definition of “medical frailty” that goes well
beyond the plain statutory language, adding a requirement that a medical condition must significantly impair a
person’s ability to comply with the work requirement in order to qualify them for an exemption. This new
requirement does not adequately consider the complex nature of illnesses like cancer or any number of serious
illnesses or chronic conditions, which can exhibit periodic or intermittent symptoms.

Furthermore, this rule will require beneficiaries to frequently prove and verify their exemptions in order to
maintain coverage, which will cause confusion, create bureaucratic burdens for patients seeking care, and, as a
result, will lock patients out of life saving treatments.

Forcing vulnerable patients to exhaustively document their symptoms simply to maintain access to basic
healthcare is both imprudent and inconsistent with Federal law. Diagnoses such as an aggressive cancer require
patients to receive care as soon as possible, and as you know, any delays to treatment put patients at heightened
risk. These and other rapidly progressing conditions become significantly less amenable to treatment in their
later stages, meaning a patient's current capacity to work does not reflect the urgency of their medical needs.

Further, this rule will create significant administrative and financial changes for states as it departs significantly
from preliminary guidance that your agency provided to states as they rushed to prepare to implement this new
requirement. States relied on CMS’s feedback to develop screening tools, code lists, and internal policies to
implement a medically frail exemption tied to having certain medical conditions. However, the change of the
definition in the rule — requiring states to make a subjective decision about an individual’s inability to comply
with the work requirements — will require states to make significant changes to their implementation plans at
this late date.

While there is no way to prevent some eligible people from losing coverage due to the flawed nature of the
underlying policy, which in and of itself exacts draconian cuts to healthcare programs and strips access to
affordable care for millions of Americans, CMS has an obligation to implement the law in question as written.
And, as noted, the new rule appears to be inconsistent with the plain language of H.R. 1, adding a new,
restrictive standard that will add to the number of people losing coverage. Indeed, the evidence clearly
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demonstrates that creating more documentation requirements and adding complexity to the enrollment process

will have a devastating effect.

Therefore, in sum, we urge CMS to reconsider its interim rule to protect people with serious medical needs.
CMS should also delay implementation of the new work requirements pending these changes. We look forward

to your response.
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