
February 2, 2026
The Honorable Kristi Noem 
Secretary, Department of Homeland Security
Department of Homeland Security 
2707 Martin Luther King Jr. Ave SE
Washington, DC 20528

Dear Secretary Noem, 

We are writing regarding disturbing reports about U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) activities in Eagle County, Colorado. Reportedly, ICE agents in unmarked vehicles with 
attached sirens conducted imitation traffic stops and ultimately detained ten Latino individuals 
who are now being held at the Aurora Detention Facility. Additionally, according to multiple 
news reports and local community organizations, family members of the detained individuals 
found ace of spades cards inside multiple abandoned vehicles, printed with the address of the 
Aurora Detention Facility:

We are deeply concerned by the allegations that the federal agents were utilizing sirens to falsely
act as local law enforcement. This behavior leads individuals to believe they are lawfully 
required to pull over for a traffic violation when in reality, the federal government has no 
authority over local or state traffic regulations. Federal agents acting in disguise as local law 
enforcement is misconduct and should be treated as such.

Moreover, the ace of spades card has long been known as the “death card” and has been used by 
white supremacist groups to inspire fear and threaten physical violence.  It is unacceptable and 
dangerous for federal law enforcement to use this symbol to intimidate Latino communities. This
behavior undermines public trust in law enforcement, raises serious civil rights concerns, and 
falls far short of the professional standards expected of federal agents. 

We appreciate that Department of Homeland Security (DHS) condemned this conduct and 
directed the DHS Office of Professional Responsibility to investigate the incident. To ensure that



ICE conducts operations in a professional manner that does not include racially-motivated 
intimidation tactics that undermine public trust in law enforcement, we request: 

1. A formal and detailed briefing on ICE activities in Eagle County
2. A written report detailing the findings of the ongoing DHS investigation into the incident.
3. An independent investigation by the DHS Office of Inspector General into the activities 

of the Denver Field Office, which oversees ICE activity in Eagle County
4. Written confirmation of any disciplinary or corrective actions taken 

Thank you for your attention to this important matter. We respectfully request a response by 
February 13.

Sincerely,

John Hickenlooper
United States Senator

Diana DeGette
Member of Congress

Brittany Pettersen
Member of Congress

Jason Crow
Member of Congress

Joe Neguse
Member of Congress

Michael F. Bennet
United States Senator


