January 11, 2021
Jeffrey A. Rosen
Acting Attorney General
U.S. Department of Justice
Washington, DC 20530

Christopher Wray
Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, DC 20535

Chad F. Wolf
Acting Secretary
U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Washington, DC 20528
Dear Acting Attorney General Rosen, Acting Secretary Wolf, and Director Wray:
We serve on the U.S. House Judiciary Committee, which, as you know, has jurisdiction over
both the Department of Justice (DOJ) and the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). We
write to urgently request that federal law enforcement authorities — including the DOJ, the FBI,
and the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) — immediately hold a briefing for the
public, as well as schedule a briefing for Members of Congress, to discuss the attack and
attempted insurrection against the United States Capitol on January 6, 2021.
It has been five days since the most significant attack on a branch of the United
States government since British forces set fire to the U.S. Capitol in 1814, and yet the American
public has not heard from federal law enforcement authorities regarding an official account of
the events of that day or the steps being taken to prevent further acts of domestic terrorism in the
coming weeks.
The armed insurrection against the Capitol resulted in five deaths,1 endangered Members of
Congress, their staff, reporters, and many others, and led to smashed windows, vandalized
offices, and stolen government property.2 In the days since, the media and public have relied on
first-hand accounts from Members of Congress, reporters on the scene, Capitol Hill staff,
and United States Capitol Police (USCP) officers, as well as pictures and videos on social
media to attempt to piece the events of the day together.
Generally, after such wonton acts of violence against our federal government, it is common
practice for the DOJ, the FBI, and DHS to hold a media briefing to provide an official account of
the incident3 to the American people including information on how many individuals were hurt,
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hospitalized, and/or murdered and the circumstances underlying the same, how many
arrests were made, information on how federal law enforcement authorities prepared and
coordinated with relevant agencies, how the public could be of assistance to any ongoing
investigations, and any additional information public officials deem relevant. Additionally,
media briefings offer an opportunity for journalists to ask questions directly to public
officials with decision-making power.
After an attack of this magnitude, it is beyond necessary for the American public — and
Members of Congress — to be well informed and be provided with the facts. To that end, we ask
that you immediately hold a media briefing for the public. Furthermore, for information that
cannot be shared in a public setting, we ask that you schedule a detailed (and if necessary,
classified) briefing for the House Judiciary Committee and/or the full Congress.
Thank you for your urgent attention to this request.
Sincerely,

Joe Neguse
Member of Congress

Veronica Escobar
Member of Congress

